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	“I could take the Harlem night and wrap around you?and for your love song tone their rumble down”; a taste of the sweet cadence of Hughes’ poem. Langston Hughes was known as “the poet laureate of Harlem” and as the "people's poet" who only wanted to uplift the color and flavor of the African American experience. He was able to realistically depict the ordinary lives of black people and further fight for their cause. Langston Hughes is known as one of the most prominent and well established African American author known in American history. Through his inspiring and laudable works, he was able to capture the attention of both whites and blacks as one. Hughes was able to transcend the racial inequality that African Americans forbore and was able to give blacks the chance to be part of mainstream society. With this, Langston Hughes became the leading voice during the Harlem Renaissance. 


	Born on February 1st, 1902 in Joplin, Missouri, James Langston Hughes sought to become a writer during the early years of his life (Harrelson 1). He moved to New York to pursue his career as a writer during the 1920s when the United States was in the state of her economic and social best. While the white people were celebrating their time of greatness, the African Americans celebrated a different upcoming called the Harlem Renaissance (The Harlem Renaissance and Langston Hughes 6). Despite the racial tension of segregation, his hopes to ascertain his proved too resolute for anyone or anything to get in his way the (The Harlem Renaissance and Langston Hughes 8). 


	The Harlem Renaissance during the 1920s was a time of festivity and renewal for African Americans. The New Negro Movement raised black pride through art, literature, music, and culture. It was exactly during this time when Langston Hughes achieved his sought for glory (Carper 1). Hughes joined the Harlem Renaissance and with his outstanding works of art he became one of the leading figures of the movement. With the support of his father, Hughes entered Columbia University, in New York in 1921. He was happy about living in Harlem which provided inspiration for his poetry--but unhappy with the University. 


	The diverse literary expression of the Harlem Renaissance ranged from Claude Mckay to Countee Cullen, but none were so inspired by the African rebirth than Langston Hughes (Wintz 9). Hughes weaving of the rhythms of African American music into his poems of ghetto life, as in The Weary Blues (1926) (Jazz and Literature 2). Langston Hughes spoke for most of the writers and artists when he wrote in his essay “The Negro Artist and the Racial Mountain(1926)úW that black artists intended to express themselves freely, no matter what the black public or white public thought (Wintz 9). 


	Langston Hughes was always acknowledged to have musical beat-like stanzas into his poem (The Harlem Renaissance and Langston Hughes 8). Hughes's main aim was to catch the natural rhythm in poetry (Poets 7): Inspired by blues bars in Harlem, his primary influence for the rhythms and beat was its music. He once remarked, "blues had the pulse beat of the people who keep on going (Trussell 7)”. Hughes didn’t put in musical elements into his writing only to emphasize the musical side of the Harlem Renaissance. He included it into his writing to allow his audience to taste the African American experience and to acknowledge the greatness of the African culture (Endres 3). 


	Captured by the dynamic spiritual energy of the Harem Renaissance, Langston Hughes sought to write his poems and stories inspired by the daily life of Harem (The Harlem Renaissance and Langston Hughes 8). His greatest inspiration came from the writers W.E.B. Dubois and Booker T. Washington. Hughes aim was to mingle together their strategies as well as his approach to emphasize the African American culture (Endres 5). Hughes’s poetry is told by, to, and for the people it is about; it is a part of the lives of Harlemites, which is an allegory of black alienation in America (Endres 5). In other words, the blues tradition has become the trademark of the dominant type of Hughes’s Harlem poetry (Tracy 1). 


	Langston Hughes was notably famous for his primary focus on race relations in America during the 1920s and the 1930s (Poets 1). His voice was able to simultaneously reach the ears of both whites and blacks. Through his moving works, he was able to be placed amongst one of the most successful American poets of all time (The Harlem Renaissance and Langston Hughes 6) . But more than that, Hughes was able to give a voice to the African-American culture. His aspirations of bringing the world of African Americans to the world of white people became his life’s mission. Through his poetry, he was able to announce to the world that the bright streets of Harlem would capture the attention of the world and that finally, the submission of the black voice would finally come to an end.




















